INSTRUCTIONS FOR USING PRESS RELEASE:

Hey! 

Putting together a strong press release is critical to getting the media to cover your US Uncut event. We whipped up a modular press release you can use for your event by filling in certain information, indicated in [brackets]. 

You don’t have to use this release, but you might find it useful if you’ve never written one before. 

Here’s how to finish and send your press release:

1. Fill in the information below, filling in the targeted corporation for [TARGET], your city for [LOCATION], your state for [STATE], etc.

2. Remember to fill in contact information for yourself – or for someone who can talk to the press and will be at the action.

3. Save a copy to your hard drive.

4. Check local newspaper, radio and TV station websites for the email address of reporters who might cover your event, AS WELL AS the email address for the news desk (different publications might call it different things – look for the editor’s email, or any general news-related email address). 

5. Email your press release, with the text in the body of the email and as an attachment. 

6. Call to follow up! Call the outlet, ask to be transferred to the news desk (or whoever you emailed) - confirm that they got the release, ask if they have any questions and if they’ll be able to cover the event. 

7. Print extra press releases and bring them to the event to hand out to any reporters who make it out.
8. MEDIA ADVISORY

Contact: YourNameHere | (XXX)XXX-XXXX | xxxxxxxxxx@xxx.xxx 

"I pay my taxes. Why doesn't [Insert Your Targeted Corporation’s Name Here]?" ask citizens as they plan Tax Day action at local [insert location here].

[LOCATION] Uncut Joins Growing Movement to Make Corporate Tax Dodgers Pay Up
A group of concerned citizens from [insert location here] are joining US Uncut groups in more than 50 U.S. cities, with a planned protest at the local [Insert Your Targeted Corporation’s Name Here] branch on [DATE OF ACTION], to make the connection between corporate tax dodging and the budget cuts in [STATE]. 

Members of [LOCATION] Uncut will confront [TARGET] over their failure to pay their fair share while citizens of [STATE] suffer huge budget cuts at both the federal and state levels. Inspired by national and international protests to hold corporate tax cheats accountable, the protest will creatively call out [TARGET] for contributing to budget cuts.

Corporate tax cheats are bankrupting America, and [CORPORATE TARGET NAME] is one of America’s worst offenders. Many of America’s largest corporations are making profits in America but barely paying taxes – if at all – due to overseas tax haven abuse and other tax loopholes. {LOCATION] Uncut is a group of citizens who pay their fair share, organized to show corporate tax cheats that there will be consequences for their actions. 
KEY FACTS: 

• Offshore tax havens cost U.S. taxpayers $100 billion per year. That shortfall costs the average taxpayer $500 a year. (U.S. Senate subcommittee on  investigations)

• Two-thirds of US corporations paid no federal income taxes at some point between 1998 to 2005. (Government Accountability Office)
• States collectively face another $100 billion budget gap for FY 2012.  Over the next decade, President Obama has proposed nearly $1 trillion in social program cuts; House Republicans recently unveiled a plan to slash $4 trillion, with cuts largely to social safety nets such as Medicare and education. [Center for Budget and Policy Priorities, New York Times]

WHAT: [Describe your action here, such as “Sit-in” style protest at the (Insert Targeted Corporation’s Name Here) branch in (Insert Location here)

WHEN: [Insert Day, Date of Action Here] 

WHERE: [Insert address of specific location where your action will take place] 

WHO: US Uncut [Insert your “Chapter” Location here] 

